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MIDDLE SWAN ROAD 
Statement by Member for Swan Hills 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [12.54 pm]:  I wish to refer to the condition of Middle Swan Road, which is 
the link road between the Roe and Reid Highways and services Great Northern Highway and West Swan Road.  
The road is two lanes wide and is constantly congested.  The relatively short stretch of Middle Swan Road 
carries a higher volume of traffic than the other major transport routes in the area.  Main Roads’ own designers 
have adopted a figure of 15 000 vehicles a day as the benchmark for a road to be considered to be made into a 
dual carriageway.  According to Main Roads, Middle Swan Road is reported to have carried 25 500 vehicles in 
February 2003, and it is projected by the City of Swan that 39 500 cars will be carried on the road by 2006.  
Middle Swan Road also carries heavy vehicles, which affect the traffic mix, and 294 traffic accidents were 
recorded between 1996 and 2000.  The estimated cost of this project is $35 million to $40 million, including 
duplication as well as a new bridge over the Swan River.  The plan would also need to incorporate local access 
roads for residents, so that driveways do not feed directly off Reid Highway.  Better east-west access for the 
transportation of goods and access to the Swan Valley’s tourist attractions would also be a benefit from an 
upgrade.   

I commend local residents who have helped to promote the importance of this issue, especially Marian Welsh.  
We deserve to have a safer Middle Swan Road.   

The improvement of Middle Swan Road must be made a priority.  I will continue to pursue this matter 
vigorously at a state level with the minister and Main Roads Western Australia, and argue also that the federal 
Government should contribute as the Perth-Darwin and Perth-Adelaide stretches of the national highway will be 
serviced by this link.   
 


